
Victor Elementary School District 
Frequently Asked Questions About a Potential School Improvement Bond Measure 

 
How is Victor Elementary School District doing?  
Victor Elementary School District (VESD) is proud of our award-winning schools, high-achieving 
students and engaged community. VESD is committed to providing a quality education in safe 
learning environments that support student achievement. Our schools strengthen our 
community and contribute to our quality of life here in Victorville.  
 
How is overcrowding affecting VESD schools?  
VESD schools are facing overcrowding challenges throughout the district. Crowded schools are 
making it harder for students to learn and are reducing the amount of time teachers have to 
meet student needs. 
 
Several of our schools now serve more than 900 students, and are now at, or over, their original 
capacity. Studies have shown that overcrowded schools are not safe and make it hard to 
respond to fire or other emergencies and increase health risks. We need to build additional 
classrooms and school facilities to reduce overcrowding in our schools and accommodate for 
the growth in our community.  
 
What safety and security issues are facing VESD schools?  
As seen in the news recently, school safety is being threatened across the country, and the 
safety of our students is our top priority. We need to address the safety and security updates 
needed at our schools to better protect our students. For example, security fencing and 
cameras, emergency communications systems, smoke detectors, fire alarms and sprinklers 
require repairs and upgrades to ensure all students have access to secure learning 
environments. 
 
How is VESD planning to address these issues?  
Our school facilities needs exceed what can be funded from the district’s budget without 
making cuts elsewhere, and the state provides very limited funding for school facility 
improvements.  
 
To provide local funding to address overcrowding and improve student safety, the VESD Board 
of Trustees is considering placing a $48 million school improvement bond measure on an 
upcoming 2020 ballot.  
 
Specifically, how would funds from a local school improvement bond measure be used? 
A school improvement bond measure would provide local funding to:  

• Improve student safety and campus security systems at some of our schools 
• Install security hardware at schools to provide secure campuses 
• Provide the classrooms, facilities and technology needed to support high-quality 

instruction in science, technology, engineering, arts and math 
• Construct classrooms and school facilities to relieve overcrowding 



How do I know funds from a measure would be used responsibly? 
A measure would require fiscal accountability provisions including: 

• All funds would stay local to support VESD schools and could not be taken away by the 
state 

• By law, no money from the measure could be used for administrators’ salaries or 
benefits 

• A clear system of accountability, including a project list detailing exactly how the money 
would be used, a Citizens’ Oversight Committee and independent audits to ensure the 
money is spent properly 

 
Could the state take away funding from this measure?  
No. All funds from a potential measure would stay local to support VESD schools.  
 
How much would a bond measure cost? 
A measure would cost property owners approximately $19 per $100,000 of assessed (not 
market) value per year, or approximately $35 per year for the typical homeowner while bonds 
are outstanding. 
 
Has our community supported a bond measure before?  
Yes. Our community has a tradition of supporting Victorville elementary schools with local 
funding. However, local voters have not passed a bond measure for VESD schools since 2008. 
Since then, our community has grown, our schools have become increasingly overcrowded and 
our safety and security needs have become more urgent.  
 
With the repayment of Measure Y complete, local property owners would pay less 
In tax year 2020-21 than they did in 2018-19 even with the passage of a potential bond 
measure. A potential measure would increase the current rate of approximately $40 per 
$100,000 of assessed value by approximately $19 per year, which would still be a lower annual 
rate than Victorville property owners have paid for VESD schools in the past.  
 
Is there any other way to update our schools? 
Victor Elementary School District has very few options when it comes to making the necessary 
renovations and upgrades to our local schools. We can’t rely on the state to complete these 
repairs. A local school improvement bond measure would provide the local control necessary to 
complete prioritized projects to provide a safe and updated learning environment for our 
students. In addition, if approved, a measure would help the district qualify for state matching 
funds — funds that would otherwise go to other communities. 
 
I don’t have any kids in schools. How does local education funding affect me? 
Great schools support strong, safe communities. Whether or not you have school-age children, 
protecting high-quality schools means protecting our quality of life, keeping our community a 
desirable place and protecting our home values.  
 
  



Would I be able to vote on the potential measure? 
All registered voters living in Victor Elementary School District would be eligible to vote on the 
potential measure.  
 
What level of support would this measure need to pass? 
This measure would need to be supported by 55% of those who vote on it in order to pass. 
 
How can I register to vote or learn more about voting? 
You can register to vote at www.registertovote.ca.gov. To find out more about voting in this 
election, please contact the San Bernardino County Registrar of Voters at (909) 387-8300 or 
visit www.sbcountyelections.com. 
 
How can I find out more? 
We value your comments and questions as we evaluate how to best address facilities needs in 
our local schools. Please visit www.vesd.net/potentialmeasure or contact Eric Camarena, Public 
Information Officer at potentialmeasure@vesd.net for more information. 
 
 
 
 


